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Rural doctors to host webinar to share experience of 
COVID on the frontline 

 
Rural Doctors Foundation will host a free webinar on Wednesday 8 December 2021 to share the 
remarkable story of the McMonty Medihoods and how they’re helping hospitals protect crucial medical 
staff and patients against COVID-19. 
 
The webinar is part of a fundraising campaign launched last week by the Foundation to deliver 
Medihoods to more rural hospitals across Australia. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Medihoods were developed at the University of Melbourne as a collaboration between Professor 
Jason Monty, Head of Mechanical Engineering, and Critical Care Associate Professor Forbes 
McGain, supported by a core team of experts. 
 
One of those experts is Samantha Bates, a specialised Research Intensive Care Unit Nurse, who 
assisted the development team to test prototypes and improve the Medihood’s performance within the 
complex hospital environment.  
 
Not only do Medihoods reduce cross infection, but they also allow doctors and nurses to access and 
care for patients. Their design enables them to fit in with other critical care equipment and provide the 
mobility required within a hospital setting. 

 
Rural Doctors Foundation is excited to have Samantha Bates as a special guest sharing the 
development journey of the Medihoods and their impact on hospitals and clinical staff. She 
will also share her learning and stories from being on the COVID-19 frontline for more than 18 
months.  

 
In rural hospitals where staffing shortages are common, Medihoods can mean the difference between 
hospitals remaining operational or having to close due to the potential exposure of health workers to 
COVID. 
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The webinar will be held on Wednesday 8 December at 5pm in Sydney, Melbourne and ACT 
and 4pm Queensland time. Confirm your spot today by emailing 
info@ruraldoctorsfoundation.org.au. 
 

 
More information about the Foundation’s McMonty Medihood webinar and fundraising campaign can 
be found at www.ruraldoctorsfoundation.org.au. Donations are tax deductible. 
 
Available for interview: Dr Dan Halliday, Rural Doctors Foundation Chair 
 
Media contact: Fran Avon on 0407 236 341 
 

 
Multimedia: 
 
Download an example social media asset that is being used during the Foundation’s fundraising 
campaign here. (Other examples are available on request by contacting Fran Avon). 
 
 A high-resolution photo of Dr Dan Halliday is available here. 
 
A video demonstrating the McMonty Medihood is available here.  
 

To watch a video of the iterative design process for the hood click here.  
(please credit Cesar Nicolas, University of Melbourne). 
 

A high-resolution photo of the McMonty Medihood in use (with Associate Professor Forbes McGain at 
left) is available here (please credit Penny Stephens / Western Health). 
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